THE UNRELENTING STRUGGLE
ance of separate duties, happen to be engaged jointly in defending
this all-important island and stepping-stone across the Atlantic
from Nazi intrusion and attack. Very considerable British and
United States Air and Naval Forces are also assembled in Iceland
in the harbours and on the airfields. The spacious airfields which
we have constructed, and which we are expanding there and in
Newfoundland, will play an ever-increasing part, not only in the
control of the broad waters, but in the continual flow of that broad-
ening stream of heavy bombers, now attacking Germany night
after night, which will play the decisive part, or one of the decisive
parts, in the final victory.
Our affairs have also prospered in the Eastern theatre of the war.
Our relations with Iraq are governed by the Treaty of Alliance,
which in time of war or other emergency accords to us wide powers
for the purposes of defence both in Iraqian and British interests.
The Germans had, of course, practised their usual methods of
building-up by infiltration and intrigue a pro-German party in
Bagdad, and on 2nd April the pro-German leader, Rashid All,
carried out a couf d'etat in Bagdad, forcing the constitutional ruler
of the country, the Regent, to fly from the capital. This move did
not find us wholly unprepared. We had the right and the duty to
protect our lines of communication through Iraq, and orders were
at once given to send to the Port of Basra, at the head of the Persian
Gulf, an Indian division which was held in readiness for this emer-
gency. This division disembarked at Basra on i8th April, without
opposition. Hoping perhaps to secure from us recognition for his
illegal regime, Rashid Ali even pretended to welcome the arrival of
our troops. Soon, however, instigated by the Germans and lured
on by promises of prompt and powerful air support, he resorted to
open war against us in utter breach of the Treaty. Our air-training
station at Habbaniyah, where about 1,500 airmen and soldiers
were stationed, was attacked on 2nd May by the Iraqian Army,
and the position seemed for some days most critical. Reinforce-
ments were sent through Basra and India by air, and strong mobile
columns . moved from Palestine to relieve Habbaniyah by land.
Before they could reach Habbaniyah, however, the reinforced
garrison, aided by the aircraftsmen in training, turned the tables
on its attackers in the most spirited manner, and, in spite of a
superiority of three to one, drove the enemy off with heavy losses.
By a bold stroke the bridge across the Euphrates was then captured
intact, and, in spite of difficulties due to floods, our troops reached
Bagdad on joth May, thus liberating our gifted and resolute
Ambassador from his virtual blockade in the British Embassy. '
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